EXT. FOOTBALL FI ELD -- DAY
Hone-vi deo. Faded i magi nes.
Pee-\We football. Dusty, nmake-shift field.

JORDAN EVERETT (9) tall, skinny. Takes the snap. Rolls
right. Nunber 11.

MONA, Jordan's nom VO CE on the video.

MONA (O. S.)
Jordan, | ook up

DESEAN COLE (9) black. Fastest kid on the field. Breaks
open down the mddle. Nunber 23.

MONA (O S.)
DeSean' s open.

Jordan | aunches the pass just as..

MONA (O . S.)
Watch out.

he's wayl aid by two Defenders at the sideline.

Wbbly spiral sails into DeSean'S outstretched arnms. Races
across the goal Iine.

JCE EVERETT (40) leaps in the air. Coach's hat flies off
hi s bal d head.

CHEERI NG PARENTS.
Jordan clinbs to feet.

MONA (O S.)
G eat catch, DeSean.

DESEAN S GRANDMOTHER gi ves hima hug. Big smle for the
caner a.

Jordan high-fives his dad. His sister ANNIE (3). Hugs him
JOE
(On video)
That took guts, son. Take that hit.

Jordan on the sideline. Takes his hel net off.



EXT. H GH SCHOOL FOOTBALL FI ELD - PRESENT DAY -- EVEN NG
iirdan (17), on the sideline. Puts his helnmet on. Nunber
Field perfectly manicured. Bright lights. This is where
football is religion

Jordan jogs to the huddle. Takes a knee.

Looks at the scoreboard.

| NSERT SCOREBCARD -- Hone 17 Visitors 20 Tinme 0:47 4th Qr.

JORDAN
Al right. | got this.
Faces in the Huddl e.
JORDAN

l"mnot going to | ose this gane.
You hear me? Can of corn.
(a w nk)

Read option right, post fly, on two.
CLAP of HANDS. Huddl e breaks.
AT THE LI NE OF SCRI MMACGE -- Jordan BARKS si gnal s.
Bal | snapped. CRASH of PADS. Speed of a coll ege gane.
Jordan fakes a hand-off. Sprints to the right sideline.
KEVIN WHI TE, nunber 80. Leaks past the defense.

Jordan fires a tight spiral toward the end zone just as he
takes a crushing shot.

Kevi n never breaks stride. Perfect pass. Cosses the goal
line. Hands ball to the referee.

P. A ANNOUCER (O S.)
Touchdown. Jordan Everett to Kevin
White. Muistangs take the | ead.
Jordan gets up. Notices, TAYLOR (17). A cheerl eader
Fans on their feet. SCREAM NG
Massi ve Band. PLAYS FI GHT SONG

In the stands, Joe Everett hugs Mona (47). Annie, now (11)
hi gh-fives all around.



MONA
He did it. He didit.

JOE

(poi nting)
You see themtwo down there.

Two Col |l ege Scouts. A couple of rows bel ow

MONA
Were are they fronf

JOE
Pac 12.

MONA
West Coast ?
(fretting)
That's a |l ong ways to travel.

JOE
Let's don't get too far ahead of
our sel ves.
EXT. TEAM BUI LDI NG - - EVEN NG
Jordan's famly waits outside.
Parents congratul ate them

Jordan cones out. Wet-head dri pping.

JOE
Ni ce gane, bud.
JORDAN
Thanks.
JOE

That hit on the sideline. Takes
guts to stand in there.

ANNI E
(huggi ng Jor dan)
Three nore touchdowns and you'l
have the state record.

JORDAN
My bi ggest fan.

MONA
And the birthday girl.



ANNI E
That's right. Let's go.

Famly turns to | eave.

JORDAN
Hey, | need a couple of nore m nutes.
Coach wants to show ne sonet hi ng.
"1l get a ride wth Kevin.

ANNI E
(protesting)

JORDAN
Pick up the pizza. | won't be |ong,
Annie. | promse

EXT. ALLEY -- EVEN NG
DeSean Col e (17) squats against a fence.

Lights a neth pipe. Deep inhale. dassy faced. Nunber 23
j ersey.

Scans the area. Scales up the fence.

@un stuff down his pants.

Dr ops down.

EXT. EVERETT HOUSE -- EVEN NG

Two-story house. DeSean checks the back w ndows.
Pries open the back door.

EXT. H GH SCHOOL -- EVEN NG

Tayl or and her friend on a bench. Conpare fingernails.
Jordan and Kevin approach.

KEVI N
Need a ride, girls?

They | ook up unsure. Shake their heads.

JORDAN
Must be tough.

TAYLOR
VWhat's that?



JORDAN
(cocky grin)
Cheering for your team

A nonent to figure it out.

TAYLOR
Ch, you're nunber el even
Nods.
FRI END
(P. A. nocki ng)
Jordan Everett... Throws anot her

t ouchdown pass.

The girls snicker.

JORDAN
(to Tayl or)
| saw you on the sideline.
TAYLOR
So.
JORDAN
(stunbling)
So, uh... | just thought maybe--
TAYLOR
maybe what? 1'd want to hook up

with the big tinme football hero?

JORDAN
No, |--

Two Boys in band uniforns approach.

BOY #1
Ready?

Tayl or shoots Jordan a | ook.

TAYLOR
Yeah.

Escorts the girls away.

BOY #1
(back at Jordan)
Hey, good | uck next week. Big gane.

JORDAN
Yeah. Thanks.



Kevin SNI CKERS. Pl ayful punch on the shoul der.
| NT. EVERETT KI TCHEN -- EVEN NG

Joe and Annie enter fromthe side door. Mna follows carrying
pi zza boxes. Cake on the table.

Joe spots the hal f-open back door.

ANNI E
Did you buy ice cream mam?

NO SE down the hall. Joe signals. Finger to his Iips.
Slides in the living room About to open a desk drawer.
DeSean appears. Gun drawn.

DESEAN
Don't.

Joe freezes.
Mona pulls Annie to her.
DeSean's eyes. A recollection.

DESEAN
| know you.

Joe tries to place it.

DESEAN
You ny coach

JOE
DeSean?

DESEAN
(1 ooki ng around)
VWhere's Jordan?

JOE

He had a gane tonight.
DESEAN

He still quarterback?
JOE

Yeah.
DESEAN

| don't play no nore.



Anni e steps forward. DeSean waves the gun.

DESEAN
(war ni ng)
Un. . uh.
JOE
DeSean.

(eyes on the drawer)
Just take what you want.

DESEAN
You'll tell the police?

MONA
No, DeSean. W won't say a thing.

Crazy | ook on DeSean's face.
Joe carefully eases the drawer open. Qun inside.
I NT. KEVIN S CAR -- EVEN NG
Kevin and Jordan ride. Top down. RADH O BLARI NG
KEVI N
(1 aughi ng)
Shot down by Ms. Rejection.
JORDAN
d ad you enjoyed it.
(beat)
Can't get a hit without going to
bat .

KEVI N
Her | oss.

Fist bunp. Car pulls up to Jordan's house.

JORDAN
You made any deci sions, yet?
KEVI N
No. My nomsays it's |like the Wzard
of Qz.
JORDAN
What ?
KEVI N

She says I'"'meither going to be a
lion, a tiger or a bear. Oh ny.



Jordan laughs. dinbs out.

JORDAN
Yeah. Qur mail box's bl ow ng up.
Dad set up a couple of visits next
nont h.

Shuts the door.

KEVI N
Party at the dock, tonight.

JORDAN
(i ndicating the house)
Anni e' s birt hday.

KEVI N
Don't drink too nuch.

JORDAN
You should go honme. Wights in the
nor ni ng.

KEVI N

"1l see you there.
Car ROARS out of sight.
Jordan wal ks up the driveway.
Gentl e BREEZE only sound until. ..
THREE EXPLOSI VE GUNSHOTS RI NG OUT!
Jordan's face. Filled with terror. Deep breathes.
Races to the side door
| NT. EVERETT HOUSE -- EVEN NG

Kitchen door slowy opens. Jordan steps in. Snoke sifts
t hrough the room

JORDAN
Dad..? Mon?

No sounds. Creeps in the living room
Di sbelief covers his face.
Mona and Anni e |ay dead enbraci ng each ot her

JORDAN
God.



Hi s breat hi ng qui ckens.

St eps past the bodies to where..
Joe lays dead in a pool of blood.
Pi stol in hand.

JORDAN
Dad.

Bends down. . .

A NO SE out si de.

Qut the backdoor. A body go over the fence.
Looks back at his Dad's face.

Grabs the pistol fromJoe's hand. Bolts out the back door.
Sprints across the yard. Over the fence.

A long nmonent... the BREEZE. Then..

A singl e GUNSHOT.

DOGS BARK.

EXT. ALLEY - LATER -- N GHT

Bl ue strobe |ight dances on the pavenent.
Jordan sits cross-|egged.

Stares at the gun in his hand.

VWhite light shines in his face.

VO CE (O S.)
Drop the gun.

Looks up. Dazed.
COP stands ready. Revolver ained.
O her Cop holds a flashlight.

CcoP
| need you to put the gun down.

Jordan | ooks at the cop.

Lays the pistol to his side.



copP
Now, put your hands up where | can
see them
Cop kicks the gun away.
Rol s Jordan over. Face on the pavenent.
Arms behind his back. Handcuffs SNAPPED on.
Jordan | ooks sideways down the alley.
Blue lights flashing. Squad car.
Two nore Cops over a body.
Hoi sted to his feet. Slow wal k.
Dead figure wears nunber 23.
RADI O CHATTER
Cop wal ks Jordan cl oser. DeSean's face.

Jordan | ooks at the cop. What happened?

CcoP
Wat ch you head.

Qui des Jordan into the squad car.

A SI REN.

Sil houette of Jordan's face. Car rolls down the alley.
| NT. DORM HOLDI NG CELL -- N GHT

Jordan on a bunk. Orange junp-suit.

Looks through the bars.

NO SES down the hall.

VO CE (O S.)
Hey, God damm it. Shut up.

Guard wal ks past.

VO CE (O S.)
| said shut the fuck up

Jordan | eans against the wall. Pure dread.



EXT. CEMETERY -- DAY

High rise buildings in the distance.

Line of cars next to the grave site.

Jordan steps out of a dark car. Blue suit.

M KE (35) bl ack, plainclothesman. Waits beside the car.
Three caskets side by side. Snmallest one in the mddle.

Jordan takes his seat next to his G andma, BETTY EVERETT
(78). A hug. She wi pes her tears.

JORDAN
H , G andma.
BETTY
Jordi e. | can't believe this.
Bl ank stare.
BETTY

What about you? |Is there sonething
| can do to help.

JORDAN
| don't know, G andnma.
(beat)
| don't know.
Hand on Jordan's shoul der. Looks back. Kevin.
PREACHER rise to a podium Opens a bhible.
PREACHER
The Lord is ny shepherd, | |ack
nothing. He nakes ne lie down in
green pastures...
Betty SOBS uncontrollably.
Jordan eyes the preacher. Muth noving. No sound.
Peopl e wi pe tears.
Jordan's face. No enotion
| NT. CAR -- DAY

Jordan rides. Expressionless.

11.
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M ke checks his watch. Turns down a street. Nei ghborhood
gr ows poorer.

OUT JORDAN S WNDOW -- A tiny, white clap-board, church.
Si de cenetery.
Gat hering around a freshly-dug grave.
Car sl ows.
DeSean's grandnother. Hand on her grandson's coffin.
Drops to her knees. Mourners rush to her.
Car slows to a crawi. The full effect.
Jordan | ooks back at Mke. | get it.
| NT. JAIL RECREATI ON ROOM -- DAY
Jordan al one at a table.
TV in the corner.
ON TV -- Boxi ng mat ch.
Ofenders imtate the action.
Chess gane at anot her table.
GUARD wal ks by. Tosses a newspaper on Jordan's table.
GUARD
Looks |ike your replacenent played

for the other team

Reaches for the paper.

GUARD
Three picks in the first half.
| NSERT HEADLINE -- "North Lake Upset in Rival Gane!"
GUARD

That' s t ough.
Jordan | ooks up. A fierce glare.

JORDAN
Yeah.



13.
| NT. MEETI NG ROOM - - DAY
Jordan waits at a table.
ALEX STEWART (35) business suit. Enters.

ALEX
Jordan, |'m Alex Stewart.

JORDAN
When do | get out of here?

Slings a briefcase on the table.

ALEX
(sitting)
That's why |'mhere. | just spoke
with the prosecutor. He's proposing
a deal .

JORDAN
A deal ? Wiat's that nean?

ALEX
A pl ea.
(beat)
Mansl| aught er .

JORDAN
Mansl| aught er ?
(cyni cal)
Anybody around here give a shit what
happened?

ALEX
Jor dan. ..

JORDAN
He nmurdered ny famly.

ALEX
It's not that sinple.

JORDAN
It is for ne.

ALEX
Jordan, he was running away from
you. You shot himin the back of
t he head.

JORDAN
You dam ri ght.



On his feet. Pacing.

JORDAN
So, what's going to happen?

ALEX
| can't nmake any prom ses. But,
this would give the court a | ot of
| a

titude.
JORDAN
VWhat if | don't take it?
ALEX
The reality is you'll be in here

until there's a trial. And that
could be at |l east a year. Maybe
| onger.
(hesi tates)
And you never know what can happen
with a jury.
| NT. COURTROOM -- DAY
Al ex confers at the bench. Judge TRUDY WELLS, bl ack (55).
He turns ani mat ed.
Muffl ed confrontation with the Judge.
DeSean' s G andnot her on the back row

Al ex wal ks back to Jordan.

ALEX
She wants to speak to you.
He stands.
TRUDY
Young man, | want you to know that

have sone reservations to what is
bei ng proposed here today.

(glares at the

pr osecut or)
Taki ng another human life is not a
trivial matter. Not w thstanding
ci rcunmstances or your age.

Leans forward.
TRUDY

There is no justification to taking
the law i nto your own hands.

14.



Checks paper wor k.

TRUDY
At the sane tine, |'mnot insensitive
to what happened to you.

DeSean' s grandnot her's face.
TRUDY
And that is why |'mgoing to all ow
this renedy.

Jordan | ooks at Alex. Averts his gaze.

TRUDY
Take this as an opportunity. If you
denonstrate expl oratory behavi or
the court will see you in nine nonths
to discuss the possibility of
pr obati on.
She st ands.
JORDAN

(to the Judge)
What's that's nean? See nme in nine
nmont hs?

(to Al ex)
|"mgoing to prison?

Al ex grabs Jordan by the arm Judge | eaves her bench.

JORDAN
(to Al ex)
You said that--
ALEX
(shakes his head)
| know. | know what | said.

Jordan slunps in his chair. DeSean's grandnother watches.

| NT. CARGO VAN -- DAY

Jordan in the mddle seat. Shackl ed.

Van stops at a red light. Qut his w ndow.
EXT. STREET -- DAY

H gh school Kids on the sidewal k.

Carefree play.

15.



Grl hops on a Boy for a horse ride.
Boy t hrows popcorn.
Play fight. drl gives hima kiss.
Jordan's face through the w ndow.
Li ght changes.
Van drives off.
| NT. PRI SON CELL -- N GHT
Jordan on the bunk. Solitary cell.
Bl ue fatigues. Short hair.
Lights CLICK off. Shut down.
Undi sti ngui shabl e CHATTER
Pulls his knees up into a ball.
Gentl e heaving of his shoul ders.
| NT. CLASS ROOM -- DAY
Chairs in a circle. Tough | ooking bunch.
DR. BRAUD (50). Leads the group.
Door opens. Jordan walks in. Al eyes on him
Hands Braud his file.
Takes an enpty seat next to ALBERT (20). Mite Coli ath.
ON THE Bl ACKBOARD-- Draw ng of an unbrella. "ANGER' in
bold letters witten above. "Covering your feelings with
your Enotion Unbrella” witten bel ow
Braud points at the board.
BRAUD

Anger is a feeling of unhappiness.

When we feel angry our body reacts.

Heart rate accelerates. Adrenaline

fl ow i ncreases. Miscles contract

and tightened.

(beat)

VWhat are sone of the internal cues
you feel when you're angry?



17.
No response. Braud sits down and waits.
Jordan watches Al bert. Catatonic expression.

BRAUD
Ckay. No novie or snacks until we
conplete this material.

CYNI CAL MOANI NG

Hand goes up belonging to DMYNE (21). Trailer trash and in
the right class. Face full of scars. A cutter.

BRAUD
Yes, Dwayne

DWAYNE
You want to know what | feel when
sone ass-hole spills ny tray in the
mess |1 ne?

Dwayne shoots a glance at G BBS (23) black. Cocky grin back.

DVWAYNE
| feel happy.

BRAUD
Happy?

DVWAYNE

Yeah. Because | know what |'m goi ng
to do to that dumb-ass nigger when |--

G bbs on his feet.
G BBS
(scream ng)
Yeah, snowfl ake. Wat are you waiting
for? I'mright here--
Dwayne on his feet, feints a rush...

DWAYNE
Not for long, bro.

Braud on his feet. Seen it a thousand tines.

BRAUD
Al right. Sit down. Both of you

Al bert unconcerned. Calmreturns. Dwayne makes eye cont act
w th Jordan.



DVWAYNE

VWhat are you | ooking at hot shot?

EXT. EXERCI SE YARD - -

Snow on the ground.

DAY

Jordan stands off fromthe action.

G bbs and | NVATES converse. Al bert wal ks by.

G bbs holds of f unti

he passes.

G BBS

(to other inmate)
Big man, going for the record.

VWhat's t hat

Failed his

| NMATE
?

G BBS
GED for a fifth time.

| NMATE

He can't help it, man. He's retarded.

Yeah? You
Jordan spots Dwayne i
| NT. VI SITI NG ROOM - -

Kevin. Heavy jacket.

G BBS
tell himthat.

n a huddle. Slit throat gesture.
DAY

Across the glass patrician.

Jordan sits. Fist bunp against the gl ass.

Hey man.

KEVI N

(rubbing his head)

Ni ce | ook.

JORDAN

(sml es)

Yeah.

(rubbing his scal p)
It's getting a little |ong.

Ankward sil ence.

KEVI N

Sorry. | didn't get up here sooner.

It's okay.

JORDAN
( MORE)

18.



JORDAN ( CONT' D)

(beat)
So, what's goi ng on?
KEVI N
VWll, I"'mgoing to be a bear. Ful
ride.
JORDAN
Yeah? Cool.
KEVI N
| know. Can't wait. School's killing

me. Tinme's really dragging.
Bad thing to say.

KEVI N
Sorry.
(beat)
Hey, you renenber that cheerl eader?

Jordan doesn't foll ow

KEVI N
Ms. Rej ection.
JORDAN
Oh.  Yeah.
KEVI N
" mgoing to her prom
JORDAN
What ?
KEVI N
Yeah. After... you know, what

happened. She | ooked ne up, and..

JORDAN
(I ess than ent hused)
Really. That's great.

KEVI N
Yeah.
(the nonent of truth)
So... Wiat's it like?

JORDAN
(stunbling)
It's...uh...

Far-of f gaze.

19.



JORDAN
It's not... good.

(guf f aw)

| wouldn't recomend it.

(upbeat)

| mght get nmy GED, though.

KEVI N

Real | y?

JORDAN
Yeah. | was thinking about witing

sone coaches.

KEVI N

Oh.

(hi di ng sonet hi ng)

Yeah, | guess.

JORDAN

What ?
(i nsistent)
What ?

KEVI N
It's just... one of our recruits got

caught at a bar

| ast week. Underage.

Coach pulled his scholarship. Told
us he wasn't taking any nore chances

on a kid who's
Jordan's face.
| NT. MESS HALL -- DAY
Jordan stirs his food.
Pl ate of gruel on bread.

G bbs slides next to him
Surrounded by his Boys.

been in trouble.

Eyes across the room on Dwayne.

G BBS

You don't talk

No answer.

much, do you?

G BBS

(war ni ng)
You got a prob

Jordan | ooks at Dwayne.

em man.

G bbs gets up

20.
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G BBS
Keep your eyes open. [It's com ng.

| NT. CELL -- DAY

Jordan punps out pushups. Collapses. Catches his breaths.
Mor e pushups.

LATER -- Lights out. In his bunk. Asleep.
Bolts upright. N ghtmare. Exhausted breat hing.
| NT. EXAM ROOM - - DAY

Jordan at a desk. Pencils in answers. Flips pages.
Fi ni shed.

Al bert across the aisle. Face shows his struggle. Mouths
words on the page. Erases a answer. Tears the page.

Proctor wal ks by. Eyeing the room

Al bert |lays down his pencil. Surrender.
Proctor's eyes on the wall clock.

Jordan qui ckly swaps booklets with Al bert.
Wites in his nane.

Al bert catches on. FErases Jordan's. Scribbles his.
EXT. EXERCI SE YARD -- DAY

Green grass. Blue skies. Basketball gane.
Ball trickles over to Jordan. Tosses it back.
Uneasy | ook on Pl ayers' faces.

He turns. Dwayne.

DWAYNE
Hey, hot shot.

Takes a step back. Blocked by Dwayne's boys.

DWAYNE
Going to leave you a little sonething
to remenber ne by.

JORDAN
| don't want trouble, man--



22.

DWAYNE
Not up to you

Arnms pi nned behind his back. Dwayne steps cl oser.

Jordan thrust his head back. Bloodies one nose. Cat-quick,
throws a punch. Knocks other boy off his feet.

Dwayne and Jordan square off.

I nmates circle around. Dwayne waves a razor bl ade slotted
in a toothbrush.

Swi pes at Jordan's face. Jordan SCREANMS

Bl ood fl ows down his cheek.

Drops to the ground. Dwayne charges..

Hand catches himby the collar. Flings himback.
Al bert steps on Dwayne's wist. BONE CRACKI NG
Weapon drops. SCREAMS OF AGONY

GQuards rush in. Billy sticks ready. Jordan holds his
bl eedi ng f ace.

Al bert |led away. Looks back. They're even.
| NT. COURTROOM -- DAY
Jordan at a table. Bandaged cheek.
Prosecutor at the bench.
Al ex takes a seat.
ALEX
(whi spers to Jordan)

St and up.

DeSean's grandnother enters the gallery. Janitorial uniform

Takes a step toward the front. Judge waves her off...

TRUDY
Not now. We're in a proceeding.

Back to Jordan.
TRUDY

Young man, are you famliar with the
term exenpl ary?



JORDAN

TRUDY
Apparently, not. An altercation
w th another inmate is not exenplary.
(checks paperwor k)
What ki nd of grades did you receive
i n school ?

JORDAN
B's. Couple of Cs--

TRUDY
A one-fifty score on the CGED
exam nation is not exenplary.

Jordan's face.

TRUDY
Did you not take me seriously? Do
you bel i eve your behavior warrants
your rel ease?

DESEAN S GRANDMOTHER (O S.)
Can | say sonet hi ng?

TRUDY
(irritated)
Who are you?

DESEAN S GRANDMOTHER
| " m DeSean Col e' s grandnot her. .

Judge | eans back. Busted.

DESEAN S GRANDMOTHER
(wal ks to the front)

| want to tell you, DeSean neant
everything to ne. | raised himfrom
the tinme he was a baby. | wasn't
able to give himeverything he needed.
But, | gave himeverything | coul d.
And | loved himnore than anything
else in this world.

Long pause. Jordan's face.

DESEAN S GRANDMOTHER
But | don't want you to send this
boy back. If you do, then there'l
be two boys who's |lives ended that

day.
( MORE)



DESEAN S GRANDMOTHER ( CONT' D)

You m ght fault himfor what he did.
But, you need to know I forgive him
(tears)
Because that's what | was taught to
do.
Turns. Wl ks out.
Judge' s face.
| NT. ALEX STEWART'S OFFI CE -- DAY
Jordan in street clothes at a table.
Alex walks in with EDDIE WLLI AMS (50).
ALEX
Jordan, this is Eddie WIIi ans.
He's in charge of your probation.

Eddi e shakes hands and sits.

EDDI E

|"ve got your travel cleared--
JORDAN

Travel ?
EDDI E

You're going to live with your
grandnot her. Charles Block wll
contact you after you arrive--

JORDAN
Whoa. Whoa. |I'mnot going to live
with nmy grandnother. | visited her

one tine when | was a little kid.
She lives on an old farm

ALEX
She sold that property | ast week.
Moved to a small town.

JORDAN

You' re not serious?
(beat)

What about school ?

EDDI E
There's a high school. It mght be
alittle different than what you
were use to.

24.



Jordan gets up pacing.

JORDAN
Wiy can't | just go back to...

It's on their faces. He can't go back.

ALEX
Your bus | eaves tonight. They start
early in the south. M. WIIlians
needs to go over a few rules.

EDDI E
No drugs. No alcohol. M. Block
can and will test you at any tine.
No firearns. No fights. No late
nights. Finish your senior year.
Stay cl ean.

ALEX
Hel p your grandnot her, Jordan. She's
your best support.

EDDI E
|"ve contacted the school's principal,
Ms. Parker. She's the only one that
needs to know of your situation.

ALEX
It's sinple, Jordan. Stay out of
trouble or...

JORDAN
| got it. | got it.

Head in hands. Digesting, then..

JORDAN
Can | ask you do sonething for ne?

| NT. / EXT. CAR -- EVEN NG

Al ex and Jordan ride. Car stops.

OUT JORDAN S W NDOW -- Jordan's ol d house.
He clinbs out.

Brother and Sister play in a sprinkler.

Jordan | eans against a fender. Al ex wal ks around.
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JORDAN
(wat chi ng)
| shoul d have been there.
ALEX
Jordan. You can't--
JORDAN
No.
(beat)
We were going honme together after
t he gane.
(far off)

| made up a lie, so |l could talk to
a cheerl eader.

A nonent .
JORDAN
(to Al ex)

He woul dn't have done it if | had

been there.
The Ki ds SCREAM runni ng through the water.
Jordan clinbs back
H's reflection out the w ndow
| NT. BUS -- N GHT
Jordan's reflection off the w ndow.
Passing |ights.
A CRYI NG BABY.
Mot her reads to her Daughter.
Jordan | ays against the wi ndow. Shuts his eyes.
EXT. TOMWN -- DAY
Jordan clinbs off the bus.
Two-story, red-brick store fronts. One stop |ight.
Driver unloads his duffel bag.

Betty, dressed in Sunday best. Hugs him

JORDAN
H G andnm.



BETTY
(touchi ng his cheek)
Jordi e. \What happen to your face?
Hal f - moon scar on his cheek.

JORDAN
It's nothing. Just a scratch

Dubi ous | ook.
Bus pul | s away.

Jordan takes in his new life.

JORDAN
So, thisis it.
BETTY
(grinning)
Oh don't worry. It's not really as

big as it | ooks.
Anot her | ook down the street.

JORDAN
Where are all the people?

BETTY
(states the obvious)
It's Sunday, Jordan.

EXT. FRONT PORCH -- DAY
Jordan devours a neal .
Betty watches froma rocking chair.

BETTY
School starts in the norning.

JORDAN
VWhat tinme is the bus?

BETTY
(1 aughs)
Ain't no bus.

JORDAN
You driving ne?

BETTY
Jor dan.
( MORE)
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BETTY ( CONT' D)
(poi nts)

The school is two bl ocks from here.

(beat)

You wal k past it and all that's left
is the dunp. You'll know that by

the snell.
Al nost a grin.
BETTY

Jordi e.
(struggl es)

It ain't fair you' re stuck here with
me. But there's not nuch fair to

what's happened to you.
(beat)

Soneday you may need soneone to talk

to. And if that happens..
ain'"t nmuch | haven't seen or
(1 aughs)
O done nysel f.
(beat)

You think you can conme to ne if you

need to?

JORDAN
| don't know, grandna.
(uncari ng)

| just want to get this over wth.

| NT. BEDROOM -- NI GHT
Jordan tosses. N ghtnmare.

Tabl e by his bed. Slight vibration.

Bolts upright. Eyes w de open. Listening...

D stant sound. TRAI N HORN.

Cl ock on night table-- 1:59.

HORN again. C oser.

Lays back. Wde awake.

| NT. KITCHEN -- MORNI NG

Breakfast. Betty scribbles a note.
JORDAN

(chew ng)
Was that a train |ast night?
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BETTY
(not | ooki ng up)
Around two o' cl ock?

JORDAN
You heard it?
BETTY
No.
A | ook.
BETTY
| sleep right through it. You wll
t 00.
JORDAN

Where do you think it's going?
Keeps writing.
BETTY
| don't know. | don't even know
which direction it's headed.

JORDAN
What are you writing, grandma?

Guar ded pause.
BETTY
Aletter.
(beat)
It's how ol d peopl e comuni cate.

JORDAN
Yeah. W studied it in history.

She sm | es.

EXT. SIDEWALK -- DAY

Jordan wal ks past cottages.

Shade trees line the street.

Convertible slowy passes. RADI O bl aring.

The Driver, CHAD GUIDRY, (18). Sizes up Jordan.

Speeds of f.
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| NT. SCHOOL - HALL -- DAY
Jordan outside Principal's office.
Students pass. Heading to cl ass.
wal | clock -- 8:00.
BELL sounds. Hall enpties.
LATER - O ock -- 8:25
HEELS CLI CK down the hall. Belonging to..
DONNA PARKER (53) bl ack. Dressed for business.
Swi ngs open her door. Wags her finger for Jordan to follow
| NT. MS. PARKER S OFFI CE -- DAY
Jordan sits. Parker shuffles papers.
MS. PARKER
(to herself)

First day. Always a few hiccups.

Looks up. Over reading gl asses.

MS. PARKER
Settled in wth your grandnother?
He nods.
MS. PARKER
| hope you appreciate what she's
done for you. Mwing to a new town
and all.
JORDAN
Yeah.
Hard stare.
MS. PARKER
W're use to ma'am and sir around
her e.
JORDAN
. ..
MS. PARKER

| had no choice but to let you start
school here.
( MORE)



MS. PARKER ( CONT' D)
But, that doesn't nean you get to

stay here.
(1 ocks eyes)
That'll be up to you

JORDAN
(bites his tongue)
Yes...nm' am

Hands Jordan a paper.

MS. PARKER
This is your schedul e.

Ri ses. Eyes on the paper.

JORDAN
Ms. Parker?

M5. PARKER
Yes.

JORDAN

It says, Jordan Evers. M nane is
Jordan Everette

Points himdown in the chair.

| ndi cat es

MS. PARKER
| know we probably | ook |ike sonething
out of a black and white novie to
you. But believe it or not, nost of
the kids around here have heard of
the internet.

(mocki nQg)
Sonme even have cell phones.

(war ni ng)
O course if | see one being used in
my school... it belongs to ne.

desk nonitor

M5. PARKER

| searched Jordan Everette. Top
football prospect. Also, sone
information that | don't think would
serve you, or ne, very well.

(beat)
Evers wll be your last nanme. Until
we' re done with each other
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I NT. SCHOOL HALL -- DAY

Students rush past Jordan.

Coupl e of stares.

Jordan checks his schedul e. .

Bunps into Chad CGuidry.

JORDAN

Sorry.

Chad gives hima once over.

CHAD
You | ost?
JORDAN
Looking for English. Room 111
CHAD
(directing)

Back that way.
Take a left.

End of the hall.

JORDAN

Thanks.

Jordan reverses steps.

Chad watches. Smling.

CHAD

No probl em
EXT. SCHOOL BUI LDI NG - -
Si de door sw ngs open.

Jordan steps outside.

DAY

Looks back in. Joke's on him

BELL sounds.
| NT. CLASS ROOM -- DAY

MR. SLAUGHTER (35) at the board.

Door opens. Jordan steps in.

JORDAN

Sorry.

Sl aughter points to a seat in front of...
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Chad Guidry. Smrk.
Sl aughter grabs a text book.
Wal ks and tal ks.
SLAUGHTER
Every Friday we will have a review
exam . .
MOANS and PROTEST.

Drops book on Jordan's desk.

Sane book as |l ast year. H's face. Dunb | ook.

SLAUGHTER
Sonmet hing the matter?

JORDAN
No...sir.

JENNI FER (16) | ooks back fromthe front row.

SLAUGHTER
You' ve seen an English book before?

Cl ass LAUGHS.
Jenni fer and Jordan nmake eye contact.

JORDAN
Yes sir. Al nost |like this one.

SLAUGHTER
Good. Mster...?

The nonent gone.
JORDAN
... Evers.
(bl ank stare)

Jordan Evers.
| NT. SCHOOL CAFETERI A -- DAY
Jordan alone at a table. Until...
LEWS HUVAL (17) black. Jockey sized.
Plants his tray.

LEW S
How s it going?
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JORDAN
(unfriendly)
It's going.

Bi tes his hanburger

LEW S
Don't get too many new ki ds around
her e.

JORDAN
(chew ng)
| don't doubt it.

LEW S
So. Wat do you think?

JORDAN
About what ?

Lew s | aughs. Looks around.

LEW S
About this school. Isn't it
fantastic?

JORDAN

Yeah. Sonet hing el se.

LEW S
Yes sir.

Lew s inspects his hanburger

LEW S
Food ain't that great, though

Jordan, burger in his hand. The nenory of prison food.

JORDAN
|'ve seen worse.

Lew s | aughs.

LEW S
You' re ki ddi ng ne.

Jordan shakes his head.

LEW S
Vell, I don't know where you cane
from ny friend. But | know | don't
want to go there.



35.

JORDAN
No, you don't.

Jordan picks up his tray. Wlks off.

| NT. SCHOOL - HALL -- DAY

BELL RI NGS.

Students flood the hallway.

Parker's head on a sw vel.

Lews talks to Slaughter. Points at Jordan.

Sl aughter stops him

SLAUGHTER
M. EBEvers.

JORDAN
Yes sir?

SLAUGHTER

(i ndicates Lew s)
M. Huval seens to think because of
your physical appearance that possibly
you' ve played sports.

A nmonment. Jennifer passes. Gves a smle

JORDAN
It's been awhile.
LEW S
| knewit. | bet you played football.
Chad Gui dry passes.
LEW S

Hey Chad.
(i ndi cating Jordan)
Don't he look like a football player?

A cal cul ated nonent.
LEW S
(expl ai ns to Jordan)
Chad' s our quarterback

Jordan's face.



36.
CHAD
(down t he hal | way)
Lew s, quit your damm gabbi ng and
get your ass to practi ce.
Lews smles.
LEW S
(to Jordan)
Good thing ny daddy didn't hear that.
He's a preacher. Does not tolerate
bad | anguage.
EXT. PRACTICE FI ELD -- DAY
Afternoon sun beats down. Threadbare field.
Team dressed in white practice gear.
Crunches. COUNTI NG OFF
COACH BOB SACGE (53) gum snmacki ng al ways. Surveys his team
Assi st ant Coaches weave in and out BERATI NG
COACH LARRY JOHNSON (30) bl ack, truck-size. Leads the tirade.
Last crunch. MOANS across the field.

SAGE
Al right. Huddle in.

Team circles Sage. Takes a knee.
Lews. Nunber 1. A head shorter.

Sage studi es Jordan approaching. School clothes.

SAGE
Hel p you?
JORDAN
Yes sir. I1'd like to try out for
t he team
Si | ence.
SAGE

What' s your nanme, son?

JORDAN
Jordan Evers



SAGE
And, you want to play football?

JORDAN
Yes sir.

Renoves his cap and w pes the sweat.

SAGE
Seens |ike a reasonabl e request.
(1 ooks at Chad)
Don't you think so, Guidry?

Knows better than to speak.

SAGE

One question?

(beat)
Were the hell you been the | ast
three weeks? 'Cause | can tell you
where these boys been. Two-a-days
in ninety degree heat. Puking up
their guts after fifty yard wi nd
sprints. Wat were you doi ng?
Watching TV in the air conditioning?

Lew s stands up.

LEW S
He's new, coach.
COACH SAGE
Sit down, Lewis. 1'Il tell you when

it's tinme for you to speak.

LEW S
But Coach- -

Sage draws a circle in the air.

Lew s drops his helnet. Heads to the track.

LEW S
(confi di ng)
| don't mnd. | |ike running.
COACH SAGE
Sorry... Jordan, whatever your nane
is. | don't think it'd be fair to
the rest of these boys if | let sone

| at econer just show up.

Turns his attention back to practice.

37.
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COACH SAGE
Al right. Line up. Defense,
of f ensi ve.
Jordan spots Chad Guidry. Nunber el even.
EXT. SIDEWALK -- DAY
Jordan wal ks.
Smal | pup shadows hi m
Kicks at it.
Dog scanpers away.
EXT. HOUSE - BACK YARD -- EVEN NG
Jordan wal ks out on the back porch.
Yard tilled for a garden
Betty hoes a barren row.
Dr ops seeds.
Senses her grandson.
BETTY
Key to a fall garden is to know
when the first frost is com ng.
JORDAN
(steps down)
How can you tell that?
BETTY
Al manac says seven nore weeks. It's
generally pretty cl ose.
Hands himthe hoe.

BETTY
Not too deep, now.

Jordan carves a small trench. Betty follows with seeds.
BETTY
This is broccoli. Cabbage and
cauliflower go in later.

He makes a f ace.
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JORDAN
Can't we grow sonething good to eat?

She smles. 1gnoring.

BETTY
How was your first day?

JORDAN
Not bad.

BETTY
Met the principal?

JORDAN
(lays it on)
Yes ma' am

Betty give hima | ook.

She ri ses.

Fi nds her

JORDAN
Don't worry. | kept my nouth shut.

BETTY
Good.

Wavers. Loses her bal ance. Jordan catches her.

JORDAN
Grandma? You okay?

BETTY
|'"'mfine. Just got up too quick.

breath. Starts to the porch

BETTY
That' s enough for today.

| NT. BEDROOM -- NI GHT

Jordan sl eeps.

TRAI' N HORN

Sits upright. Eyes w de open.

TRAI'N HORN. Tabl e VI BRATES.

Sl unps back. Deep thoughts.

| NT. HALL

-- DAY

Par ker and Sage nonitor the hall.



Jordan passes going to class.

COACH SAGE
New ki d.

V5. PARKER
You met ?

COACH SAGE

Wanted to cone out for

MS. PARKER
What' d you tell hinf

COACH SACE

the team

| can't let sonme kid who skipped

summer drills just wal
the team s chem stry.

Par ker di gest the answer.
MS. PARKER
When's the last tine t
the playoffs, coach?

COACH SACE

k on. Rui ns

he team nade

Ms. Parker, you ain't suggesting how
to run ny football program are you?

MS. PARKER
No. You know I would
But what | am suggesti
m ght want to consi der
boy a chance.

A | ook.
M5. PARKER

never do that.
ng is, you
gi vi ng t hat

Last tinme | checked Coach, it's been
ten years since the team made the

pl ayof f s.
(beat)

M ght be time to change up that

chem stry.
She wal ks away.
EXT. PRACTI CE FI ELD -- DAY
Team lined up in a scrinmage.

Bal | snapped. Chad rolls out.
Nunmber 89. Drops the ball. WH

Qui ck pass TO KENT LANDRY
STLE BLOWS.
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Sage grabs Landry by his face nask.

COACH SAGE
God dam it, Landry. H't you in the
nunbers.
Lew s speaks up
LEW S

Coach? Your | anguage.
Sage's red face. Signals Lewis to hit the track
Jordan, nunber 40. Jogs on the track
Lews joins him

LEW S
(to Jordan)
| know he don't nmean to. Just slips
out.

Team |l ines up. Ball snapped.

Fake option. Chad sprints past slowfooted defender,
ROBERT. Nunber 20.

SAGE
Jesus H. Christ, Robert.

Sage throws his hat.

SAGE
(to coach Johnson)
Coach Johnson, is it ny eyes, or was
Robert actually running. 'Cause |
couldn't tell.

COACH JOHNSON
What about the new kid?
(adm ring)
He m ght have the speed.

Sage wat ches Jordan jog the track.

SAGE
Don't mean he's got the toughness.

JOHNSON
Can't hurt to try, coach

VWH STLE BLOWS.
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SAGE
Evers. Get over here.

Johnson pulls Jordan aside. |Issues instructions.
runs on the field.

Team lines up. Ball snapped. Sane option fake.
Chad crosses the line of scrinmage.

Jordan charges. Avoids a bl ock

Meets Chad head-on. Drives himin the ground.
WHI STLE BLOWS. Sage in Jordan's face.

SAGE
What the hell are you trying to do,
son? Kill our quarterback?
Sage kneel s.
SAGE

Quidry, you all right?
Jordan | ooks in. Chad slowy regains his senses.
Jordan pulls Chad to his feet.
JORDAN
Just showi ng himhow to get to English
cl ass, coach
Chad still dizzy. Takes a step. Drops to a knee.
Sm |l es on Johnson's and Lewi s's faces.
LATER - -
W nd sprints.
Chad on the bench. Head down.
Pl ayers drenched in sweat. GASPING for air.

SAGE
Ckay girls. Last one.

VWH STLE BLOWS.

Twenty yard line -- Lew s and Jordan | ead the pack

Forty yard line -- Lews finishes a step ahead.

Jor dan
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Hands on knees. Jordan straightens up. Mkes a face.

down. Throws up. RETCH NG
Lew s pats himon the back.

LEW S
Don't taste any better the second
time around, does it?

Jordan | ooks up.
Sage and Johnson wat ch.
Jordan |l ets | oose again.

COACH JOHNSON
Feel better now Coach?

| NT. LIVING ROOM -- DAY
Jordan wal ks in. Wt frompractice.

JORDAN
H , G andnma--

Betty introduces Jordan to CHARLES BLOCK (45).

BETTY
Jordan, this is M. Bl ock. He' s- -

JORDAN
(shakes hands)
| know he who is.

MR, BLOCK
Your grandnother tells ne that you're
settling in.

JORDAN
Pretty nuch.

MR. BLOCK
Any probl enms at school ?

Shakes hi s head.

MR. BLOCK
Good. Staying clean?

A nonment .

JORDAN
Al ways been cl ean.

43.
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MR. BLOCK
Great. Shouldn't be a problemthen.

Bl ock hands Jordan a packet. Humliating.
Fol | ows Jordan.
MR BLOCK
(explains to Betty)

|"mrequired to W tness.
EXT. DRI VE-I N RESTAURANT -- EVEN NG
Betty and Jordan clinb out an ol d Bui ck.
He scans the lot. Coast is clear.
| NT. DRI VE-1 N RESTAURANT -- EVEN NG
Betty and Jordan in a booth.
Chad Guidry bounces in. Jennifer and Friends follow.
KI DDI NG AROUND.

Jordan tries to di sappear.

Jennifer slides in next to Betty.

JENNI FER
(to Betty)

Hey.

BETTY
Hey, yourself.

JENNI FER
"' m Jennifer.

BETTY
Jennifer, I'"'mBetty. This is ny
gr andson- -

JENNI FER
Jor dan.

(eyes on Jordan)
We have English class together.

Two cats playing with a nouse.

BETTY
s that right?



JENNI FER
Yes ma' am But, he never talks.
wn't even say hello.

Hel ps herself to one of Jordan's fries.

BETTY
Real ly? That's not very nice of
hi m

JENNI FER

| don't think so.

Betty turns the spotlight on Jordan

BETTY
Jor dan?

JORDAN
Yes, G andma.

BETTY

Next tinme you see Jennifer in English
class, you think you could at | east
say hell 0?

A pauses.
JORDAN
| suppose | coul d--
CHAD (O S.)
Hey Jennifer. Let's go.
She | ooks up.
CHAD
Leave Evers alone with his date.
CACKLI NG
JENNI FER
(to Betty)

Sorry. Sonetines, Chad can be a
little bit of a...

BETTY
(wat ches Chad)
An ass- hol e?

Jordan's face. Jennifer |aughs.



JENNI FER
(st andi ng)
| was going to say smart-alec. But,
maybe you're right.
| NT. BEDROOM - - DAY
Betty steps in. Pulls blinds.

BETTY
Time to get up.

Jordan | ooks at cl ock. Renmenbers. ..

JORDAN
It's Sunday, G andna.

BETTY
That's right. Church in an hour.

Jordan's face.

| NT. CHURCH -- DAY

Woden pews half-filled.

Betty and Jordan near the back.

Jordan asl eep.

Preacher at the pul pit.
PREACHER

...King David wites in the psalns...

Betty nudges Jordan awake. Yawns.

PREACHER

...Seek the Lord your God and find
H's strength. Seek His face with
all your heart. And then surely you
Wil see Hm

(beat)
For he is all around us. Al we
have to do is look. And we wll
find the face of God. Everywhere.
Ever yday.

I NT. CAR -- DAY

Jordan rides with Betty.
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JORDAN
Grandma, you believe what that
preacher sai d?

GRANDNVA
About what ?

JORDAN
Seeing the face of God?

GRANDNVA
Sur e.

JORDAN
You' ve seen hinf?

GRANDNVA
Vell, yes.

JORDAN
Real | y?

GRANDNVA
Un huh.

JORDAN

You think it was God?
GRANDVA
It's not that sinple, Jordan. You
have to know where to | ook.
(beat)
Wien you see Hm though. You'll
know.
QUT JORDAN' S WNDOW -- A small red brick church.
Servi ce over.
Lewi s stands next to his Father.
Shakes hands with the congregation.
| NT. BEDROOM -- NI GHT
TRAI N HORN.
Jordan' s eyes open.
TRAI N HORN.
d ock-- 2:00.

Rolls out of bed. Slides on jeans.
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EXT. TOMN - TRAIN TRACK -- NI GHT

Sl ow novi ng train.

WHEELS RUMBLE. Endl ess beat.

Jordan on the street corner.

Enpty freight cars pass. Doors w de open

A streetlight on the other side. Like a novie projector.

BETTY (O.S.)
No telling where it's headed.

He j erks around.

JORDAN
G andnma.

Betty in a snowwhite gown.

BETTY
Can't hear a train. But | can hear
t he screen door sl am

JORDAN
Sorry.

BETTY
(eyes foll ow ng)
Sonet hi ng about it. Sets your m nd
t o wanderi ng.

Last car.
BETTY
| guess you wi sh you could hop on it
and go back hone.

JORDAN
| don't have a hone, grandna.

Pain on Betty's face.
GRANDIVA
(takes his hand)
Come on.

They start back.
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GRANDIVA
It wouldn't be good for the neighbors
to see us out here.
(1 aughs)

They'd think you were with a ghost.
| NT. KI TCHEN -- DAY
Jordan w aps bacon in a paper towel.
Grabs his pack.
Creeps by Betty's room Stops.
Her back to him In bed.

JORDAN
G andma?

Not hing. Steps in. BOARD CREEKS
She stirs.

JORDAN
Grandma? |'m | eaving, now.

GRANDIVA
VWhat tinme is it?

JORDAN
Time for me to go.

EXT. SIDEWALK -- MORNI NG
Jordan wal ks to school

Rain begins to fall.

Face dri ppi ng.

Chad Guidry's car.

Brakes lights flash on.
Jordan takes a step...

Rear tires spin.

Qut of sight.

Puts his pack over his head.

Looks down.
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Pup. Tail waggi ng.

Tosses t he bacon.

| NT. GYM -- DAY

Pep Rally.

Students on one side. Rhythm c CLAPPI NG

Band SQUAVKS out FI GHT SONG

Football teamon the stage. Lewis sits next to Jordan

Song ends.

Coach Sage at the podi um

COACH SAGE

| just want to tell you how nuch we
all appreciate your support. And |
prom se you, that this year's w | dcat
football teamis going to nake you
proud.

CHEERS AND APPLAUSE.

COACH SACE
And tonight we're going to kick the
ever-living... you know what out of

Pi ne Vall ey.
Jordan's face.
Band fires back up. Students cl ap.
Teamrises. Jordan |ast one up.
Fi nds Jennifer in the bl eachers.
Readi ng a book.
| NT. LOCKER ROOM -- NI GHT
Team huddl ed. Heads bowed.
Lewis in the center.
LEW S
...and Lord we ask that you watch
over both teans tonight. Cuide us

with your spirit. Keep us safe. In
your nanme we pray. Anmen.
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TEAM
Anen.

Sage holds up a hand. Al arns in.
Chad and Jordan. Eyes on each other.

COACH SAGE
On t hree. One. Two. Three.

COACH SAGE/ TEAM
Team

COACH SACE
Al right, lets go get 'em

Team hustles out. Sage pulls Lew s aside.

COACH SACE

Lews. You think just once you could

t hrow sonething in there about us
W nni ng the gane.

LEW S

Daddy says unless Jesus is our running

back. God don't care who wi ns the
gane.

EXT. FOOTBALL FIELD - SIDELINE -- N GHT
Jordan wat ches. Helnet in hand.

W dcat bl eachers. Half-filled.

Robert Kkicks off.

Quarterback calls signals. Throws a slant.
past Robert.

COACH SAGE
Damm it. Robert .

Recei ver crosses the goal Iine.
P. A ANNOUCER (0. S.)
Touchdown, Crusaders.
(beat)
That didn't take |ong.
Sage | ooks at the press box.
Jordan's face. Expressionless.

Extra point kicked.

Recei ver
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| NSERT SCOREBQARD -- Hone O Visitors 7 Tinme 6:51 1st Qr.
LATER -- Chad rolls out. Pass to Landry. Drops the ball.
Sage throws his hat.

Jordan | ooks in the bl eachers.

Makes eye contact with Jennifer.

LATER -- Quarterback rolls out. Takes off. Breaks tackles.
Robert can't catch him

P. A ANNOUCER (O.S.)
Touchdown. Crusaders... Again.

Honme crowd. Disgruntled.
LATER -- Chad drops back. Bl ocking breaks down. Tackl ed.

P. A ANNOUCER (O S.)
Quidry sacked. That's the half.
Have nercy.

| NSERT SCOREBCARD -- Hone O Visitors 14 Tine 0:00 2nd Q.
| NT. LOCKER ROOM -- NI GHT
Team | ooks def eat ed.

SAGE
(paci ng)
Now God... Durn it, boys.
(glares at Lew s)
W didn't put in all that hard work
this sumer, to just to go out there
and get hum i at ed.

Jordan's face.

SAGE
We're a better teamthan this. Trust
me. Now, we're going to go back out
there for this second half and we're
going to fight. And we're going to
win this gane. You hear ne?

Dubi ous f aces.

SAGE
Now get in here.

Al'l hands in.



SAGE
On t hree. One. Two. Three.

COACH SAGE/ TEAM
(I ess than ent hused)
Team
Teamtrots out. Johnson pulls Sage aside.
CQOACH JOHNSON
(1 ooki ng at nunber 20)
Coach. . .

SAGE
| know. | know.

EXT. FOOTBALL FIELD - SIDELINE -- N GHT
Defense to take the field. Sage grabs Robert.

SAGE
Evers. Get in there. Safety.

Jordan puts on his hel net.

SAGE
Keep everything in front of you.

Huddl es breaks.

Quart erback BARKS out the count. Drops back
Recei ver sprints up the sideline.

Jordan caught flat footed. Takes off.

Pass flies in the night sky.

Receiver's eyes on the ball.

Hi s hands reach for the pass, just as..
Jordan crashes into him

Bal | drops to the ground.

Bl eacher's expl ode wi th CHEERS.

Johnson gives Sage a | ook.

LATER -- Chad rolls out. Brakes a tackle and scores.

P. A ANNOUCER (0. S.)
Touchdown, W/ dcats.
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Jenni fer cheers.
Robert kicks extra point.
| NSERT SCOREBCARD -- Hone 7 Visitors 14 Tinme 7:34 3rd Qr.
LATER -- Jordan and Lewis. On the sideline.
Chad calls signals. Ball snapped. Fake hand-off.
Landry breaks open. Chad |ofts the pass.
Landry juggles, but holds on. Falls across the goal I|ine.
SAGE
(skywar d)

Thank you, God.

Crowd ERUPTS. BAND plays fight song.
P. A ANNOUCER (O S.)

Quidry's pass to Landry. Touchdown.

We got ourselves a ball gane.
| NSERT SCOREBCARD - Hone 14 Visitors 14 Tine 1:14 4th Qr.
Kickoff. Return to the fifty.
Sage paces. Tension in the crowd.
Quarterback drops back. Deep pass.
Jordan steps in front. Interception.

Breaks tackles. Twenty yard line.

COACH SAGE
Time out. Tine out.

| NSERT SCOREBCARD -- Hone 14 Visitors 14 Tinme 0:04 4th Qr.
COACH SAGE
(arm around Robert)
Okay, son. Just like in practice.
You can do it.
Robert jogs on the field. Lines up kick.
Wi stle BLOAS. Ball snapped. GRUNTS on the I|ine.
Robert ki cks.

Sage' s face.



Ball drifts inside the uprights.
Ref eree signals.

P. A ANNOUCER (O.S.)

Robert's kick is... Good. W]Idcats
win. WIdcats w n.
(beat)

Free haircuts for the teamtonprrow
at Robert's barber shop.

Team rushes the field.
Robert nobbed.
Band PLAYS.
Jenni fer hugs her friends.
| NT. LOCKER ROOM -- NI GHT
Team surrounds Sage.
COACH SACGE
Al right. Al right. Gane balls.
(hands one to Chad)
G eat gane, Chad.
CHEERS.
COACH SACGE
And to the player who cane through
in the clutch.
Jordan's face. Hopeful
COACH SAGE
(hands to Robert)
Ji nmy Robert.
(beat)
Great job, boys. Enjoy this one.
Jordan sits on a bench.
Ball drops in his |ap.
Lews. Smles.
EXT. SI DEWALK -- NI GHT
Jordan | ooks back. Enpty field.

Stadiumlights go out. Walks hone.



Qut of the nowhere.

JENNIER (O S.)
Hey.

He stunbl es. Fal | s down.

JENNI FER
Sorry.
(1 aughs)
Didn't nmean to frighten you?

Hel ps hi m up.

JORDAN
| thought everyone was gone.

Wal ki ng and tal ki ng.

JENNI FER
They're all at the drive-in.

JORDAN
Way didn't you go?

JENNI FER
| mght, later.

JORDAN
You |liked the gane?

Cross the street.

JENNI FER
Yeah. We won.
(beat)
| never mss any of Chad' s ganes.

Locks his arm

JENNI ER
Ever since we were little.

JORDAN
(unconf ortabl e)
What woul d Chad say about us wal ki ng
t oget her ?

JENNI FER
(1 aughs)
| don't knOML
(pl ayi ng) |
You want nme to ask hinf
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JORDAN
No. | mean. ..
(to the point)
What do you think?
In front of Jordan's house.

JENNI FER
VWhat do | think?

Leans in. Traces his scar with her finger.
JENNI ER
| think you' ve got secrets, Jordan
Evers. And I'mgoing to find what
t hey are.
Gentl e kiss.

JENNI ER
Good ni ght.

Wal ks away.
| NT. HOUSE -- NI GHT

Betty sits, witing. Jordan wal ks in.

JORDAN
H G andma.

BETTY
How d it go?

JORDAN
How d what go?

A | ook.

JORDAN
Ch. Good.

BETTY

Did you play?

JORDAN
Yeah. Second hal f.

Starts to his room

BETTY
It bother you |I don't go?



58.

JORDAN

You like football?
BETTY

Not really.

(shutters)
You try to "kill" each other--
A slip.

JORDAN

It's okay. Good night, grandna.
EXT. TOMN - ROBERT'S BARBER SHOP -- DAY
Jordan wal ks along the store fronts.
Ji mry Robert stops him

JI MW
Hey, Evers. Cone in here.

| NT. BARBER SHOP -- DAY

Jinmmy pulls Jordan in.

Chad in a barber chair.

O her Players wait on a bench.
Col | ege gane on TV.

JI MW
Hey Pop. This is Jordan.

Stops cutting.
JIMW' S DAD
(stern)
You the kid took ny son's place?
O her Barber butts in.
OTHER BARBER
(rmenaci ng | ook)
Nunber forty?
Jordan nods.

JI MW' S DAD
Know what we think about you?

Chad gives Jordan a | ook.



JI MW' S DAD/ OTHER BARBER
Thank God.

JIMW'S DAD
Jimmy can kick a ball--

OTHER BARBER
But sl ow as Chri st nas- -

JI MW' S DAD
Got his mama's big feet--

OTHER BARBER
That interception. |I'mtelling you
t hat saved us--
Shop ERUPTS wi t h CHEERS.
Pl ayers on their feet. SCREAM NG at the TV.

PLAYERS
0. Go.. Touchdown.

| NSERT TV -- Nunber 80 crosses the goal. Hands bal

r ef er ee.

TV ANNOUNCER (O. S.)
Fol ks. That's a 100 yard kick return
by true freshman Kevin Wiite out of
North Lake high school. He's going
to be a special one.

Jordan's face.
JI MW' S DAD

Man. Look at that kid. How good is
he going to be?

| NSERT TV -- Kevin takes off his helnet. C ose up.

grin.
OTHER BARBER
Only a freshman. Now that's a real
footbal |l player
Jordan wal ks out.
EXT. SIDEWALK -- DAY
Jordan's face in the sunlight.
Tears in his eyes.

Compl et e despair.

Big

59.
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SFX --TRAI' N HORN
EXT. TOMN - TRAIN TRACK -- NI GHT (JORDAN S DREAM
TRAI' N HORN
Jordan on the corner, watching..
Enpty freight cars pass. Doors w de open
A streetlight on the other side. Like a novie projector.
VWiite, strobe light. Changes to a Bl ue strobe.
Through the passing doors. A solitary figure..
DeSean Cole. Football jersey. Blood stained.
Eyes | ock on..
Jordan's face.
VO CES from hol di ng cell
VO CE (O S.)
Hey, God damm it. Shut up.
(beat)
| said shut the fuck up
| NT. BEDROOM -- NI GHT
Jordan bolts upright.
Face covered with sweat.
Chest heaves for air.
TRAI' N HORN
Cl ock-- 1:59.
EXT. TOMWN - TRAIN TRA -- N GHT
Jordan wat ches.
Sl ow novi ng train.
Pi cks up a rock
Slings it through the open door.

Pi cks up another one. Throws it. Another one. Another
one. ..



Killing the ghost.

EXT. FRONT PORCH -- N GHT

Jordan on the top step.

Col d gl ass agai nst his face.

Ni ght SOUNDS.

H's eyes. It's never going to quit.
Pup appears. Tail waggi ng.

JORDAN
Go on.

Dog clinbs the steps.

JORDAN
| said, get out of here.

Flings the dog off the porch.
EXT. SCHOOL BUI LDI NG -- MORN NG
Jordan across the street.
Students file in.
BELL SOUNDS
Wal ks past the buil ding.
LATER - -
Wal ks past dunp. Pup trails behind.
LATER - -
Sits on a bridge over a creek.
Tosses rocks at not hi ng.
Pup in the distance.
EXT. FOOTBALL FI ELD -- AFTERNOON
Sage BLOWS his WHI STLE.

SAGE

Al right. Red zone formation.

O fense and Defense |ine up.
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G abs Lew s.

SAGE
Lewis. Were's Evers?
LEW S
Don't know, Coach. Wasn't at school
t oday.
SAGE
He sick?

Lew s shrugs.

EXT. HOUSE -- EVEN NG

Betty works

t he garden.

Pul I i ng weeds.

Jordan wat ches. Unseen

W pes her brow

EXT. FRONT PORCH -- N GHT

Jordan on the porch.

Door CREAKS

Betty steps

open.
out .

BETTY
didn't hear you cone hone.

Doesn't answer.

BETTY
Jor dan?
JORDAN
VWhat ?
BETTY
(turns)

A nonment .

Il get supper ready--

JORDAN
m not hungry.

BETTY

Not hungry? You feel okay?
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He gets to his feet.

JORDAN
(wal ki ng past Betty)
I'"'mfine. Just don't feel |ike
eati ng.
Door SLANS.

EXT. HOUSE - FRONT PORCH -- DAY

Betty wat ches through the screen door.
Jordan heads to school .

EXT. SIDEWALK -- DAY

Jordan wal ks.

A |l ook over his shoul der.

Pup behind him

Chad's car pulls up.

W ndow rol |'s down.

CHAD
Evers, you want a ride?

Jennifer in the passenger seat.
No response. Keeps wal ki ng.
Chad shrugs.

Car drives off.

Jordan stops.

Pup st ops.

Jordan throws a stick at it.

JORDAN
Get out of here.

Pup runs away.
| NT. CLASS ROOM -- DAY
Test ti me.

Sl aughter wi nds through the aisles.



64.
Students scri bble answers.
Jordan's eyes on the cl ock.
| NSERT JORDAN S PAPER -- Hi s nane. The rest bl ank.
Sl aught er | ooks over Jordan's shoul der.
BELL RI NGS.
Students turn in papers.
Jenni fer | ooks back at Jordan.
Room cl ears.
Jordan |l ast to | eave.

SLAUGHTER
M. Evers..

Hol ds up Jordan's paper.
SLAUGHTER
Care to offer an explanation for
your work, here?

JORDAN
Don't have one.

Wal ks out.

| NT. SCHOOL CAFETERI A -- DAY
Jordan sits alone. Food uneaten.
Chad sits down.

CHAD
Where were you, yesterday?

A bl ank stare.

CHAD
Coach, wasn't happy.
JORDAN
Too bad.
Chad lets it go.
CHAD

| want to talk to you about Jennifer.



A nonent .

JORDAN

What about her?
CHAD

Hey. ..

(beat)

She seens to |like you.
JORDAN

That your concern?
CHAD

You dam right it is.

(beat)
| watch out for ny sister.

Jordan's face.

JORDAN
Sister?
CHAD
Yeah, ass-hole. |If you had sister

you'd know what |'mtal king about.
A moment ... Snaps.
Jordan | unges over the table.
Ri ght cross the to the jaw
Chad spills off his chair.
Jordan on top. Raining down bl ows.
Bl ood spews.
Students circle them
Coach Johnson pulls Jordan off.
Still throw ng punches.
Up against the wall. [It's over.
Chad hel ped to his feet.
Face a bl oody ness.
Al l eyes on Jordan.

Jennifer. Eyes filled with tears.
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| NT. SCHOOL - HALL -- DAY
Jordan on a bench.

Through the w ndow.

Par ker tal ks to Chad.

Door opens.

Chad cones out. Beat up face.
Wags her finger at Jordan.

I NT. MS. PARKER S OFFI CE -- DAY

Par ker | eans back in her chair.

M5. PARKER
(deep sigh)
Well? What do you have to say for
yoursel f?
JORDAN
What would you like ne to say?
M5. PARKER
How about, let's start with, |I'm
sorry--
JORDAN
l"mnot sorry. | tired of being
sorry.
(beat)
| tired of anyone... who wants nme to
be sorry.
Looks away.
JORDAN
I"mtired of this school. I'mtired
of this town. | just want to..
M5. PARKER
What ?
JORDAN
| don't know. Just...go... sonewhere

el se. Be someone el se.
Def eat ed.

JORDAN
What are you going to do to ne?
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M5. PARKER
| haven't decided yet.
(beat)
But for right now, I want you to go
hore.
Jordan ri ses.
M5. PARKER
And one nore thing...
Jaded | ook.
M5. PARKER
Tell your grandnother, | want to
talk with her in the norning.
A pause.
JORDAN
Tell her yourself.
Wal ks out.

| NT. HALL -- DAY
BELL RI NGS
Students flow out the doors.
LOUD CHATTER
Falls silent.
Eyes on... Jordan.
Shuts his | ocker.
Wal ks past the gl ares.
Spots Jennifer.
Steps in front of her.
JORDAN
(face to face)
You want to know ny secrets?
(whi spers in her ear)
| was in prison. Because | killed
soneone. Shot themin the back of
t he head.

Her face.
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EXT. SCHOOL BUI LDI NG -- DAY
Lew s catches up to Jordan

LEW S
Hey, what happened?

Keeps wal ki ng.

JORDAN
Leave nme al one, Lew s.

Lewi s hangs on.

LEW S
But - -

JORDAN
| said, |eave ne al one.

LEW S
Why' d you do that to Chad?

JORDAN
"Cause | felt like it.

Lew s keeps astri de.

LEW S
He was just trying to--

Jordan el bows through him

JORDAN
(anger rising)
| don't care what he was trying to
do. Now, I'mwarning you. GCet out
of ny way- -

Lew s grabs Jordan's arm
LEW S
But, you shouldn't have hit himlike
t hat - -
Jordan spins. Gabs Lews. Explodes.
JORDAN
"Il do worse to you, you god damn
nigger if you don't |eave ne al one.
Lew s's face.

The word burns.
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Rel eases his grip.

Wal ks of f.

EXT. FOOTBALL FI ELD -- DAY
Pl ayers filter on the field.
Johnson directs warnm ups.
Sage spots Jordan.

Looks in fromthe fence.

Wal ks of f.

EXT. FRONT POR -- EVEN NG
Betty in a rocking chair.
Cat at oni ¢ expr essi on.

Jordan steps up. Wits.

No recognition.

JORDAN
Guess she told you.

A di stance | ook.

JORDAN
G andma, | don't care--

BETTY
hersel f)

to
be eleven? O twelve?

(
She' d
JORDAN

VWhat ?

BETTY
(at Jordan)
Twel ve. Right?

JORDAN
Huh?

Betty's eyes.
BETTY

Anni e. Today was your sister's
bi rt hday.
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Tears start down her face.

BETTY

| mss her so nuch, Jordie.

70.

Stands. A little waver. Cat ches hersel f.

Phot o drops from her hand.

Screen door BANGS shut behind her.
Jordan picks up the picture.

| NSERT PHOTO -- Anni e huggi ng Betty.
EXT. TOMWN - TRAIN TRA -- N GHT
Jordan nmeasures each car.

Takes the first step.

Slight stunble. Dangerously close.
Starts sprinting.

Heavy breat hi ng.

Faster and faster until...

Cat ches up

Rocks ki cking out under his feet.

Hand reaches for a hold. Straining..

Wheel s RUMBLI NG

Fingers wap around. Al npbst got it.
He trips. Tunbles.

Head narrowly m sses the track.
Sonersaults down the enbanknent.
Last car di sappears.

Jordan's nud-covered face.

Fl at agai nst the ground.

EXT. TOMN - TRAIN TRACK -- DAY

Jordan opens his eyes.

.cl oser.

But . ..



Clinbs to his feet.
Dirty and beat up.
| NT. HOUSE -- DAY

Bathroom mrror. Jordan washes his face.

Cuts and brui ses.
Checks in Betty's room

JORDAN
G andma?

Enmpty bed.

Wal ks in the kitchen.

Tabl e a ness. Chair overturned.
Betty on the floor.

Sane cl ot hes.

Rushes to her.

JORDAN
G andma?

She MOANS. Eyes cl osed.

JORDAN
G andma?
Barely consci ous.
BETTY
Were were you? 1've been calling

your nane.
| NT. HOSPI TAL ROOM - - DAY
Jordan sits by..
Betty's bed.
She opens her eyes.

BETTY
Jordi e.

JORDAN
G andma?
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Takes her hand.

JORDAN
Grandma, |'msorry.
BETTY
It's okay.
JORDAN
| shoul d have been there.
BETTY
Where were you?
A pause.
JORDAN
| was... Running away.
Knowi ng sm | e.
BETTY
You didn't get too far.
JORDAN
No.
(conf essi on)
Grandma, | nessed up.
BETTY
We all do.
JORDAN
No. At school --
BETTY
| know. | talked to Ms. Parker | ast
ni ght .
JORDAN
| can't go back
BETTY
Yes you can.
JORDAN
You don't understand. | did sone
bad t hi ngs.
BETTY
Jordan. Everyone does.
(beat)

But, you have to face your m stakes.
It's the only way to get past them



EXT. SCHOOL BUILDI NG -- DAY

Jordan faces the school.

Banner above the entrance.

"Go Wldcats, Wn Tonight"

| NT. CLASS ROOM -- DAY

Sl aughter | ectures.

Door creaks open.

Jordan steps in.

Chad. Nasty | ook.

Sl ow wal k.

Takes his seat.

Desks scoot away.

SLAUGHTER

Ckay, then. What is Steinbeck saying
when Lenny and George- -

Jenni fer gets up

Gat hers her stuff.

Wal ks out.

I NT. MS. PARKER S OFFI CE -- DAY

Sage across from Parker.

SAGE
...ain't no way.

M5. PARKER

| realize |I'"'masking a lot--
SAGE

You damm ri ght.

(beat)
G ve ne one good reason why that boy
shoul d play football tonight.

MS. PARKER
"' mnot sure | have one. | don't
even know if he wants to play.



On his feet.

SAGE
Then why do you care?

MS. PARKER
Sane reason you do.
(beat)
You don't fool ne, coach. All that
gruff and grow .

Sage' s face.

M5. PARKER
You teach these boys nore than any
text book ever will. You teach them

about life. Howit isn't fair.

But if you keep at it don't give up,

you just m ght have a chance.
(directly at him

You're what's right and good about

athletics.
SAGE
Even if we don't nmake the playoffs?
M5. PARKER
| don't give a rat's ass about the
pl ayoffs. | never have. Wat's

inportant to me is the difference
you make in a boy's life.

| NT. LOCKER ROOM -- NI GHT
Team sui ts up.

Jordan wal ks in.

Dead Sil ence.

Sage neasures the nonent.

SAGE
What do you want ?

Chad and Lewis. Eyes on Jordan.
JORDAN
| wanted to see... if | could play
t oni ght .

Sage shakes his head.
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SAGE
| don't know about that. | got a
| ocker room full of boys who cane to
practice all week who want to pl ay.

JORDAN
Yes sir.
(beat)
"m .. Sorry.
SAGE
Yeah. Sorry don't always fix it.
A nmonent .
SAGE
| don't know if you'll play.

(beat)
But, go get your uniformon

Pl ayer's eyes on the coach. Disbelief.
COACH JOHNSON
Al right. Al right. Let's go get
war med up.
Team shuf fl es.
Jordan at his locker. Puts his pads on.

Sage wal ks past.

SAGE
"1l give you this, Evers. You got
gut s.
(beat)
Show up where no one wants to see
your face.

EXT. FOOTBALL FIELD -- N GHT

Visitors side. Capacity. Enornous band. Twi ce the Pl ayers.
Jordan stands alone. Helnet in hand.

ON FI ELD -- Chad barks out signals. Ball snapped.

Fake hand off. Rolls out. Dodges one tackler.

Crushed at the line of scrinmage.

Sage' s face.

Home bl eachers. GROANS



76.

P. A, ANNOUCER (O S.)
Fourth down, for the W/ dcats.

Jordan | ooks for Jennifer.

SAGE
Al right. Defense on the field.

Sends in Robert.

Jordan sits on the bench.

Lew s on the sideline. A glance back.

Their eyes neet.

EXT. FOOTBALL FIELD -- DAY (JORDAN S DAYDREAM
Pee-wee football field

DeSean on the sideline. Looks back.

Jordan squats. Ties his shoe.

JCE
Al right, boys. O fense.

DeSean hel ps Jordan to his feet.

They run on the field.

DESEAN

Did your nama bake her cookies?
JORDAN

Yeah.
DESEAN

Chocol ate chi p?

JORDAN
Uh huh.

Big grin.
EXT. FOOTBALL FIELD -- N GHT
Sage on the sidelines.

SAGE
Ever s!

Snhaps out of it.



SAGE
Evers. Get over here.

Robert linps off the field.
G abs Jordan by the hel net.
SAGE

Play smart. Keep everything in front

of you.
Runs on to the field.
| NSERT SCOREBQCARD -- Hone O Visitors O Tinme 1:01 2nd Qr.
Quarterback calls signals.
Jordan behind the |inebackers.
Bal | snapped. Quick pitch
Tai | back breaks in the open.
Jordan avoids a block. Catches himat the side |ine.
Tai | back steps out of bounds.
Jordan hits himlate.

Fl ags t hrown.

SAGE
Evers. Wat the hell are you doing?

Tai | back jogs back on the field
Sl aps Jordan on the hel nmet
TAI LBACK
Keep it up, hot shot. We'IlIl take
all we can get.
Teanms |ine up. Jordan close to the Iine of scrimmge.

SAGE
Evers, drop back

Bal | snapped. Quick pitch again. Sane play.
Jordan shoots the gap.
Drills the tail back.

Tai |l back's face. Big smle

7.
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Jordan turns and | ooks.

Ball floats in the air. Never saw the pass.

W de- open Recei ver

Visitor bleaches. Erupts wth CHEERS.

Touchdown.

M crophone still on.

P. A, ANNOUCER (O S.)
Gat or s.

P. A ANNOUCER (O.S.)

Saw that comng a mle off...

(beat)
Huh? What

?

SFX-- SCREECHI NG M crophone CLICKS off.

Jordan wal ks to the
Poi nt after nmde.

| NSERT SCOREBOARD - -

sideline. Al one.

Home O Visitors 7 Tine 0:00 2nd Q.
P. A ANNOUCER (O.S.)

That's half time, folks. Gators
seven, Wldcats... yet to score.

| NT. LOCKER ROOM - -
Sage paces.

Jor dan. Head down.

NI GHT

On an i sl and.

SAGE

Boys, if we're going to win this
gane, we got to play smarter

(beat)

O line, you got to pick up them
stunts. Conme on, we practiced that

all week.

Robert hol ds ice pack on his knee.

SAGE

And defense... you got to play

t oget her.

As a team

Pl ayer's eyes on Jordan. He hasn't heard a word.



SAGE
| ain't |ooking for no heroes.
(to Jordan)
Ri ght ?

No response.

SAGE
You listening, Evers?

No response.

SAGE
Evers?
(in Jordan's face)
Evers?

Jordan | ooks up.

JORDAN
(calmy)
My nane's not Evers. It's Everette.
Jordan Everette

Pl ayers faces.

SAGE
(nonpl ussed)
Ckay. Jordan Everette. You want to
tell me what you were doing out there?
(1 ouder)
Where shoul d you have been?

Face breaks a little. Refuses eye contact.

SAGE
Look at me, son.
(anger)
Were the hell should you have been?
(beat)
Tel | Me!

JORDAN
(whi sper)
At hone.

SAGE
What ?

JORDAN
| should have been at hone. Wth
t hem

Looks up at Sage.
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JORDAN
(trenbling)
| could have stopped it.
(tears starting)
| know | could have. |'mwhy they're
dead.

Shoul der s heave.

JORDAN
| just wish | could go back. | just
wish | could go back and be..
(utter breakdown)
...a kid, again.

Violent wailing. Sage steps back.

JORDAN
| just want to be a kid.

Face flood with tears.
Pl ayer's eyes. Shocked.
Only sound. Jordan sobbing. Until..

MS. PARKER (O S.)
Coach?

Parker at the | ocker room door.
SAGE
(cuts his eyes)
Not now.

M5. PARKER
Coach?

SAGE
| said, not now.

MS. PARKER
Sorry, coach
(beat)
Now.
Sage wal ks to the door.
EXT. LOCKER BUI LDI NG -- NI GHT
Par ker stands with Charl es Bl ock.

| nt roduces the nen.



Block tells the story.

Sage' s face.

| NT. LOCKER ROOM -- NI GHT

Team suffers Jordan's breakdown.
MOURNFUL WEEPI NG

All the tears he held for the past year.

Chad. Lews. Robert. Coach Johnson. Hel pless.

EXT. LOCKER BUI LDI NG -- N GHT
Bl ock finishes his story.
Sage sl unps.

Body bl ow.

A |l ook at Parker.

MS. PARKER
Sorry. | should have told you

SAGE
My CGod.
(al nost tears)
VWhat |'mto do with that boy now?
Hat off. Rubs his head.

Bl ock wal ks away. Turns...

MR. BLOCK
Coach. One nore thing.
(1 ndicting)

Way you got him playing safety? He
was the nation's top quarterback
(beat)
You seen sonet hing no one el se has?
Sage. Mout h open.
Ref eree wal ks by.

REF.
Two m nutes, coach.

| NT. LOCKER ROOM -- NI GHT

Jordan sits alone. Sane spot.



Team i s gone.

W pes snot from his face.

Sound of FOOTSTEPS.

Looks up.

LEWS (O S.)
Hey.
Lew s.
JORDAN
Hey.
LEW S
You okay?
JORDAN
Yeah.

SFX -- CHEERS QUTSI DE. BAND PLAYS

A nonment .

JORDAN
You better get back out there.
LEW S
Can't
JORDAN
Wy not ?
LEW S

Coach said don't come back unl ess
got you with ne.

JORDAN

Lew s. | never said that word before--

LEW S
Daddy al ways told ne. Wenever
soneone hurts you, it's because
they' re hurting.

JORDAN
Doesn't make it right.

LEW S
No. But, you're ny friend.
(offers his hand)
Come on.
(grin)
| want to see the rest of the gane.
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Jordan takes it.

EXT. FOOTBALL FIELD -- N GHT

Li ght drizzle.

Chad rolls out. Avoids a tackler.
Wobbly spiral. |nconplete.

Bodi es crash down on him

Teammat es hel p hi m up.

Trudges off the field. Covered in nud

P. A, ANNOUCER (O S.)
Fourth down for the wldcats.

Punt out of bounds.
W dcat Bl eachers. Worried | ooks.
Quarterback throws inconpl ete pass
Jordan and Lewis. Watch fromthe sideline.
Robert on the bench. Knee bandaged.
Quarterback drops back. Slips. Tackled for a |oss.
W dcats bl eachers. CHEERS.
Sage and Johnson. Pace the sidelines.
| NSERT SCOREBOARD -- HOME O VISITORS 7 TIME 0:00 3rd QIR
P. A ANNOUCER (O S.)
That's the end of the third quarter.
Gators still leading seven to nothing.
W got a nail biter.
Chad rolls out. Conpletes a short pass. Hit hard.
Gets up. Linps to the sideline.
Jennifer's face.
Sage | ooks down the sideline.

Chad tries to walk it off.

Def ense takes the field.
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Jordan on the sideline.

SAGE
Evers... Get over here.
JORDAN
"Il stay deep. | prom se--
Sage flips hima ball.
SAGE
VWar m up.
JORDAN
Var m up?
SAGE

Lews. Help him
Quarterback calls signals. Drops back
Pass over the m ddle.
Drags tacklers. Finally brought down. Md field.
Jordan tosses passes to Lew s.
Bobbl es every one.
Jenni fer wat ches.
| NSERT SCOREBOARD-- HOME O VISITORS 7 TIME 1:59 4TH QIR
Tai | back scanpers down the sideline. Pushed out of bounds.
Vi sitor Bl eachers.

P. A ANNOUCER (O.S.)
First down and goal to go. Gators.

Sage and Johnson. Hands on Knees.

Jordan holds the ball. Eyes on the field.

| NSERT SCOREBOARD-- HOME O VISITORS 7 TIME 1: 39 4TH QIR
Cl ock w ndi ng down.

Bal | snapped. Hand off. Tailback hits the line.

Bal | shoots straight up

Pl ayer heads search the sky. Rain filters in the lights.
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Ball drops to a Wldcat. Total surprise.
Takes off running.
Slow notion train. Gang tackl ed.
Wl dcat fans. On their feet.

P. A, ANNOUCER (O S.)
Funble.... Wl dcats ball.

O fense huddl ed around Sage. Eighty yards to go.
Chad and Jordan's eyes on each other.

SAGE
Jordan's going in at quarterback

Unhappy f aces.
SAGE
(to Jordan)
Bootleg left. Sideline curl route.
Jordan jogs on the field. Owhers slowy foll ow.

Bal | snapped. No bl ocking. Jordan shakes a tackle.
Li nebacker crushes him No help getting up.

SAGE
VWhat the hell was that?

I n the huddl e.
JORDAN
My bad. Ckay. Option right. Pitch.
On three.

Line up. Ball snapped. Jordan runs right. Looks to pitch.
Hal f back stayed hone. Defense snothers him

SAGE
(to Johnson)
VWhat are they doi ng?
W | dcat fans.
| NSERT SCOREBCARD-- HOME O VISITORS 7 TIME 0:49 4TH QIR
In the huddl e.
JORDAN

That's on ne agai n.
( MORE)



JORDAN ( CONT' D)
Al right, bootleg left. Flanker
stop and go. On Two.
(beat)
Br eak.

At the line. Ball snapped. Jordan rolls right instead of
left. Darts up field. Qut of bounds.

SAGE
Ti me out.

Team huddl es around Sage.
SAGE
(To the Players)
Are you done?
Quilty faces.
SAGE
(to Jordan)
Al right. Crossing route.
Jordan starts on the field. Looks at the scoreboard.
| NSERT SCOREBOARD-- HOME O VISITORS 7 TIME 0: 11 4TH QIR
Trots back over to Sage.

JORDAN
Not enough tine, coach.

Sage checks the board.

SAGE

Al right. Sideline out of bounds.
JORDAN

How about Lewis. He can outrun the

cover age.
Lew s's face. Not a good idea.

REF.
Let's go offense. Wnding the clock.

Jordan starts on the field.
Sage grabs hold of Lew s.

Deer in headlights.



SAGE
Ckay, son. You know what to do.

Lewis nods. Starts on the field.

Sage pul |l s hi m back.

SAGE
| want you to know now, | got
confidence in you... Ckay?

Lew s nods. Starts again...
Sage pul |l s hi m back.
SAGE
But if you don't mnd. Just this
one tinme. Could you ask Jesus to
help you to catch the damm ball.
Lew s runs on
Jordan in the huddle.
JORDAN

Al right. 1... we got this.
(beat)

We're not going to |lose this gane.

You hear me? Can of corn.
(wi nks)

l"mrolling right.
(1'i nemen nod)

Lew s, don't stop running. Wen you

get to the twenty, |ook up. The
ball will be there.

LEW S
That's fifty yards.

JORDAN
That's right. On three.
(beat)
Br eak.
Teans |ines up.
Lewi s out w de.
Jordan BARKS si gnal s.
Both Bl eachers. On their feet.

Bal | snapped.
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Heavy rush. Jordan evades a tackler.
Sprints to the right sideline.
Lewis races down the field. Past defenders.
Jordan holds the ball. Last possible second.
Launches the pass. Three defenders |evel him
Lews at the thirty. Twenty five.
LEW S.
(whi I e running)
Hel p me, Jesus. Help ne.
Looks back.
Pass com ng. Like a mssile in the night sky.
Hs face. Terror. Hands reach out.
Ball drops in. Never m sses a strides.
Races across the goal |ine.
P. A, ANNOUCER (O S.)
rgychdomn, Wl dcats. Can you believe
Fans SCREAM NG
| NSERT SCOREBOARD-- HOME 6 VISITORS 7 TIME 0: 00 4TH QIR
Jordan clinbs to his feet. Runs to Sage.
Robert on the bench. No kicker.
SAGE
Okay. We're going to go for two.
(beat)
Read option left. Halfback pitch.
Sends Jordan back on the field.
Teans |ine up
Bot h Bl eachers. Sending up prayers.

Jordan steps away from center

JORDAN
Ti me out.
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Referee's WH STLE

SAGE
What ?

Jordan sends the hal fback over to Sage.

HALFBACK
He wants Chad.

SAGE
VWhat ?

HALFBACK

Said he wants Guidry.
Sage | ooks at his injured quarterback.

SAGE
Al right. Get in there.

Chad |inps out.
Huddl e up.
Al'l eyes on Jordan. He takes a knee.

JORDAN

Al right. This is what we're going

to do.
SFX-- Silent. Slow notion.
Snoot hs out a section of dirt with his palm
Pl ayers eyes follow his finger marking their
Poi nts at Chad.
Sage and Johnson. Heads shaki ng.
Jordan points at each Pl ayer
Draws sweeping |ines.

Faces acknowl edge the plan.

SFX -- Nornmal notion and sound.
JORDAN
Got it?
TEAM

Cot it.

positions.

89.



90.

JORDAN
On one. Br eak.

CLAP of HANDS
Chad splits left.
Jordan calls signals. Ball snapped.
Fake hand off. Rolls right.
Def ense cl oses in. No one open.
Sage' s face.
About to be hit. Throws back across field.
Chad catches the lateral.
Def enders charge into himjust as he..
Throws a pass back to Jordan
Juke steps a Defender.
Slings off a tackler. Two nore wap around him
Drags them Lunges forward. Stretches. Ball touches pyl on.
Ref eree' s hands signal ..
P. A ANNOUCER (O S.)

It's good. Wldcats win. Wldcats

wn. Let it rain.
Fans rush the field.
Rai n pours down.
Parents hug each ot her.
Lewis carried on shoul ders.
Pl ayers dive on the field. Slip and slide.
Sage spots Parker.
A sm|e.

P. A ANNOUCER (O S.)
Free cheeseburgers at Wllie's drive-

in. Courtesy of a Wldcat victory.

Jordan takes it all in.



Sage wal ks up to him Soaki ng wet.

SAGE
Li ke a bunch of little kids.

Jordan's face.

| NT. BEDROOM -- NI GHT

Jordan's face. Sound asl eep.
TRAI' N HORN

LOUDER.

VWHEELS RUMBLI NG

EXT. TOMN - TRAIN TRACK -- N GHT
The | ast car passes.

| NT. BEDROOM -- NI GHT

Jordan's face.

HORN, AGAI N.

Eyes shut.

Peacef ul sl eep.

Bl ack pup asleep at his feet.

| NT. BEDROOM - - DAY

Jordan's face.

Dayl i ght through the w ndow.
LOUD KNOCKI NG ON THE SCREEN DOOR.
Eyes open.

EXT. FRONT POR -- DAY

Lewi s BANGS on the door.

Jordan answers. Buttoning shirt.

JORDAN
VWhat are you doi ng, Lew s?



92.
LEW S
Waki ng you up.
(beat)
Beautiful day, isn't it?
Rubs hi s eyes.

JORDAN
| guess.

Pup squeezes out. Lewis picks it up.

LEW S
Ms. Parker wants to see you in her
of fice.

JORDAN

In her office? 1t's Saturday.
LEW S
Call ed ny house this norning. Told
me to conme get you
Jordan ponders.
JORDAN
(to hinself)
G andma. . .
Of the porch. Across the yard.
I NT. MS. PARKER S COFFI CE -- DAY
Door flies opens.
Jordan rushes in.
Par ker on the phone. Charles Block in a chair.

She points. Jordan sits.

MS. PARKER
(into the phone)
Yes. | will let himknow Al ways
nice talking with you. Good bye.
A nonent .
MS. PARKER
That was your grandnot her.

(beat)
We'l|l go see her after our neeting.



JORDAN
VWhat neeting?

Bl ock st ands.

MR. BLOCK
Jordan. | can't |let you stay by
your sel f unsupervi sed.

JORDAN
Wy not ?

MR. BLOCK

Agai nst the rules.

M5. PARKER
Besi des, Jordan. Your grandnother
is going to need help.

JORDAN

| can help her.
MR, BLOCK

Wth school and football--
JORDAN

| don't have to play football.

A nmonent .

MR, BLOCK

Still doesn't solve the problem
JORDAN

So where's that | eave ne?
| NT. HALL -- DAY
Par ker escorts Jordan and Bl ock.
St ops outside the auditoriumdoors.
MS. PARKER
(to Bl ock)
Amazi ng how fast information travels.
(to Jordan)
Jordan Everette
She grabs the door handl e.
| NT. AUDI TORI UM - - DAY

Door sw ngs open.



Gym fl oor packed wth..

Parents. C assmates. Coaches. Townspeople. Their

Fi rst Wave fl oods Jordan.

LEWS S MOTHER
Jordan honey, don't worry about a
thing. I'll be there when your
grandma cones hone.

JI MW' S DAD
Jordan, we got an extra room And
Jinmy's nomis a hell of a cook--

LEWS S FATHER
Jordan, we got roomtoo, now -

CQACH JOHNSON
Jordan, you can ride with ne to school --

OTHER BARBER

| got a place on the |ake. Do you
like to fish, Jordan?
Sage against the wall. Nods.
CHAD (O S.)
(feint anger)
Yeah, well. You're not going to

stay with us, Evers.
Turns. Face to face with Chad.

JORDAN
It's Everette.

CHAD S MOTHER st eps up
CHAD S MOTHER
Jordan, what Chad neans is, we're
pretty sure we're going to be seeing
a lot of you, anyway.
Jenni fer on the bl eachers.

Looks up froma book. Know ng smle.

CHAD
Trust nme, Evers.
(big grin)

You don't stand a chance.

Crowd gat hers back. More offers.

94.
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NO SE CRESCENDCS
He doesn't hear.
Al'l he can do is |ook at Jennifer.
EXT. CEMETERY -- DAY
Jordan stands in front of his famly's graves.
Alex Stewart at his car.
Jordan places flowers on Annie's narker.
Wal ks away.
| NT. CAR -- DAY
Jordan rides with Alex Stewart.

ALEX
So, what'd the coach say?

JORDAN
Ofered me a full ride.

ALEX
That's great. They've got a great
program And the canpus--

JORDAN
Yeah.
(beat)
But... | think I've already nmade up
my m nd.
ALEX
|"msure it'll work out.

Car stops. Sinple house.
Jordan clinbs out.

ALEX
Pick you up in an hour?

He nods.
EXT. HOUSE -- DAY
Car drives off.

Jordan wal ks to the front door



KNOCKS.

No answer.

Wal ks around to the back. Finds..

DeSean' s grandnot her.

Shovel s dirt froma wheel barrow. Barren garden
Jordan wal ks up

JORDAN
The key to a fall garden is to know
when the first frost is com ng.

Doesn't | ook back. Keeps shoveling.

DESEAN S GRANDMOTHER
Sonebody taught you sonethi ng?

JORDAN
Yes ma' am

DESEAN S GRANDMOTHER
Ahhh.  South's rubbed off on you.

Jordan sm | es.
She turns. Her first | ook at him

DESEAN S GRANDMOTHER
Everyt hi ng okay?

JORDAN
Recruiting visit.

DESEAN' S GRANDMOTHER
And?

Shakes hi s head.

JORDAN
| think I"'mgoing to stay close to
home where | can help ny grandma
(beat)
Besides, | |ike warm weat her.

DESEAN S GRANDMOTHER
That's not what | heard. | heard
it's all about a girl.
(beat)
Jenni fer?



Jordan's face. Tries to conme up with a response.

JORDAN
How. . .

DESEAN S GRANDMOTHER
Your grandma wites nme every week.
(beat)
She' s sonet hi ng.

JORDAN
Yes mp'am She sure is.

Jordan swal | ows.

JORDAN
| cane here to ask you a favor

DESEAN S GRANDMOTHER
Oh? Wiat's that?

The apol ogy.

JORDAN
One day, if | play in a gane up here.
(beat)
Wul d you cone watch ne?

A | ong t hought.

DESEAN S GRANDMOTHER
Depends.

JORDAN
On?

DESEAN S GRANDMOTHER
| f you do sonething for ne.

JORDAN
(anxi ous)
VWhat's that?
Hands hi m gl oves.

DESEAN S GRANDMOTHER
Grab that bag of nulch over there.
This is a spring garden. Key to it
is preparing the soil.

Puts on the gloves. G abs the bag.

Starts spreading.

97.



DESEAN S GRANDMOTHER
Not too thick now.

(tisking)
You still got sone things to |earn.
JORDAN
Yes ma'am |'msure | do.

They work the garden. Together.
EXT. FOOTBALL FIELD -- DAY
Faded i mages. Hone-vi deo.

Pee-wee team hoi sting a trophy.

FADE QUT.
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